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New Chapter’s Introduction
IVSA Berlin
Hello to everybody from the beautiful city of Berlin!

The same as our faculty does, too. First founded in

We are very happy to finally be a part of IVSA and

1790, it was affected by the division of Germany

would love to give a short introduction of our new

between 1945 and 1989, so that meant there were

Chapter.

two faculties, one in each part of the city. The faculties

The Chapter currently consists of 14 people, our
Local President Beryl, the EO Sandra and 12 active
members. The main reason why we decided to found
an IVSA Chapter was that we are all very interested in
getting to know different cultures and people and
want to learn about veterinary studies in other

were united after the reunification of the country in
1992, from that moment on belonging to the Free
University of Berlin. Today our faculty consists of 3
campuses, 5 veterinary clinics and 15 paraclinical
institutes

and

not

to

forget

the

enthusiastic

professors, employees and students.

countries. This way of exchanging information is a

We can’t wait to start our first exchange and

great way to broaden our horizons, not only in means

welcome people to our beautiful city and show them

of veterinary studies. It is also of great value for our

around our great university! We will definitely do our

personal development.

best to make every exchange a great experience for

Also the idea of contributing to the advancement of
veterinary studies all over the world and enabling

everyone.
We hope to get to know you soon!

exchanges for students, irrespectively of their financial
situation,

is

of

great

importance

to

us.

IVSA Kosovo
We are a group of students from the Republic of
Kosovo and we study at the Univeristy of Prishtina,
Department of Veterinary medicine. Our faculty exists
from 2002 but since July 2012 we are licensed by the
authorities.
In total we are around 150 students (consisting of 1st
year till 5th year students) that study veterinary
medicine and year by year the number of students is
You might be wondering what to expect of Berlin.

growing.

Well, first of all, it is Germany’s capital, so it is always
full of life, interesting people and definitely never
boring. It is very modern but also has a lot of history.

IVSA and Hill’s - Working together towards better veterinary education and care worldwide

Our staff is represented by the Local President Fatrim

done anything important in practice till now.

Azizi, EO Egzon Kukleci, CEO Egezon Sadiku and 6
other members.
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Unfortunately, we are very disappointed to inform

Here are our email addresses and Facebook accounts:

you that we can’t offer group exchanges, because we

- Local President of IVSA Kosovo: Fatrim Azizi

are not supported by our university and our faculty

(fattrim@gmail.com,

doesn’t offer English lectures because we are still in

https://www.facebook.com/fattrim)

progress to increase veterinary medicine in Kosovo.
But we are open if somebody offers a group exchange
for

us

since

it

would

be

very

helpful.

-

EO:

Egzon

fattrim@hotmail.com,

Kukleci

(egzonn_k@msn.com,

https://www.facebook.com/egzonkukleci)
-

CEO:

Egezon

Sadiku

(egzon_s16@hotmail.com,

https://www.facebook.com/egezon.sadiku)

We are very happy that this year we became IVSA
members. Our primary goal is to cooperate with
other IVSA members because it will be helpful for us
in the future. To have the opportunity to study at
least one semester or do practice abroad would be
great, since for example our group consists of
students from the 4th year of studies and we haven’t
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POST SYMPOSIUM IN
SOUTH AFRICA
January 2013
By SEBASTIAN VON FREYMANN, IVSA Finland

Our journey started with another early morning

the board. Most of us became instantly hooked on

start. Everybody managed to find their way to the bus

this sport. What great fun! In the evening there was a

and away we went leaving the campus filled with

reggae party in the hostel´s bar. Bob Marley shots

good memories during the symposium. During our

were really cheap and this encouraged some of us to

journey to Port Elizabeth we came up with the rule

lead drinking songs which were heard by many

of the day: "Do nothing at all but chill!" Our hostel

delegates during the symposium.

was the ideal place to start this rule. After sunbathing
by the pool at the hostel we took off with our mini

Next on our route was Knysna. On our way there
we stopped by the Bloukrans Bridge to do the
world´s highest commercial bridge bungy jump. One
can describe the feeling on the edge with only one
word: "Insane!" All of your senses were telling you
not to jump. But then you remembered the slogan
from one of the posters: "Fear is temporary, regret is
permanent," and just went for it. 216 meters of
freefalling later the feeling was awesome! After

buses and headed for the beach. A cold beer by the
sea... This was exactly what we needed after an
eventful symposium.
The next day we took off early and drove to Jeffrey's
Bay. The hostel was by the sea with a lovely scenery.
The waves were calling us to surf... Most of us
booked a surfing lesson from the hostel and by the
end of the lesson everyone had managed to stand on
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boozing with epinephrine half of us visited the Knysna

evening we had a nice brai on the rooftop of the

elephant sanctuary and the other half visited the

hostel.

sanctuary for cheetahs and many other animals. In the
evening we enjoyed the lovely views from the Knysna
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heads and went swimming.

Our last day was spent in Cape Town. We spread
out in many groups for different activities. A few of us
visited Robben Island where Nelson Mandela served

The next morning we had another early start because

his time in prison. Some went to greet the penguins

we had booked a biking tour in Oudtshoorn. We

and some admired the amazing views from Table

were dropped off on a foggy mountain with the bikes.

Mountain. Three of us had to enjoy surfing once

Coming down the curvy road was great fun and

more. The waves were bigger and the water colder.

luckily no one fell off the cliffs even though the brakes

But this didn´t stop us and once again we had a blast!

weren´t the best in the world. The 50 kilometer

In the evening we hooked up with the Slovenians who

drive onwards had many places to visit on its way:

had spent their own post symposium in Cape Town.

Cango Caves, wildlife ranches and ostrich farms.

Their stories about being in a cage surrounded by

Some of us had the privilege to ride an ostrich. After

great white sharks were amazing. Since this was our

that the jockeys showed us how it´s really done. If

last night together we made the most of it.

you want to steer the ostrich, just imagine its neck as

Special thanks goes to Nicole and Matthew for
organizing the most amazing post symposium for us!
They made a big effort so that we could have the
time of our lives. Big regards to everyone who were
on the post symposium and also on the actual
symposium. Miss you guys!
Kippis!

a joystick and it will turn. After the ride we chilled for
the rest of the evening with sore backsides.
Stellenbosch was next on our list. We tasted some
good vines at a local vineyard and were on our way
to the next place when something unfortunate
happened. We were turning left with our buses when
a car decided to bypass us from the left side. The car
crashed into our side but luckily no one got hurt. The
bus was still drivable but this event was unfortunate
for the person who had paid our rent for the buses
with their credit card. We hope that there wasn´t
too much trouble for this person afterwards. In the
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SUMMER CONGRESS
IN THE NETHERLANDS
By LINDA DORRESTEIN, IVSA The Netherlands

As you might already know, the 62nd IVSA Summer Congress will be held in the Netherlands. We are very
excited to host you from the 28th of July until the 7th of August 2013 at our Veterinary faculty in Utrecht.
The main theme of the congress is “Extraordinary”, through which we will focus on all the innovative aspects of
the veterinary sector in the Netherlands. The programme has been divided into three themes, to prevent you
from losing track in these ten busy days: “Innovation”, “One Health” and “Education”. You will experience
lectures given by the good and the great, participate in exciting workshops and get to know the Netherlands, its
nature, farms and cities in the excursions. In the following you can read our plans for the itinerary. Changes in
plan might occur, but anyhow it will be a great congress you can’t miss!
“Innovation” is our longest theme
and
will
focus
on
new
developments
and
groundbreaking research. In the lectures
and several rounds of workshops
you will get a clear view on what
is currently happening in the
Dutch veterinary sector and what
is to be expected in the future.
Among other things there will be
an
exciting
workshop
in
laparoscopy.

Because the “One Health” approach is becoming
more and more important, we thought that it should
definitely be included in our programme as a theme.
The boundaries between habitats of people and
animals are fading, resulting in them living much
closer to each other. We will focus on this
phenomenon and the risks that come with it. Other
issues that will be addressed in this theme are
antibiotic resistance and emerging diseases. What
are the risks? What can we expect?

The “Education” theme will focus
on the changing role of the
veterinarian in an equally changing
society. In the Netherlands we no longer have many
vets that live life in the romantic kind of way; you do
not get as much calls in the middle of the night to
help a cow in partition, but instead most of our
efforts are directed towards supporting farms in
gaining the best results. How should we deal with
this? What are other things you could do besides
being a veterinary practitioner? We will also address
the differences between the capabilities of veterinary
professionals that are educated in different
countries. What are the differences? What influence
do your roots have on your profile as a vet?
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We hope to not only show the world our
veterinary sector, but also the aspects of Dutch
student life in order to help you see Utrecht and
the Netherlands the way we see it. This means
lots of Dutch culture, nature and sightseeing.
Concerning nature, we will have a trip to the
Oostvaarderplassen and to the Hoge Veluwe, two
very different national parks. We will give you
information about the parks and hopefully we can
show you some of the wildlife species that live
there. Next to this, a trip to Dutch innovative
farms is planned. Here you will be introduced to
several ways of producing animal products that
are new and are aiming to increase animal welfare.
We will have an excursion to our capital
Amsterdam, were you can learn more about this
lovely canal-side city, including the rich history and
development of its tolerant society. Besides
Amsterdam, we will show you the hometown of
our veterinary faculty, Utrecht, with its canals,
famous Dom church and cosy city centre.
Of course, we should not forget about the set
aspects of an IVSA congress and the social
programme! Next to the five GA’s, we have
planned a quiz night on Monday evening and the
cultural night on Tuesday. On Thursday we will
organise a party. Of course this will be a theme
party, so make sure you bring some things in
order to dress up for the theme that will be
announced later on. On Saturday it’s time for the
silent and live auction. We are curious about the

goods you are willing to sell! The next Monday is
the evening of the formal dinner, the perfect
evening to dress up and see your fellow delegates
at their best. Tuesday the 6th is already the last day
of the congress, which will end with a big goodbye
party.
As you know, this congress is not organising itself.
We have constituted an Organising Committee of
twelve enthusiastic vet students from year three
to year five in their education. We have different
interests and study directions and are keen on
organising a varied, challenging and innovative
programme. A delegation of the O.C. has been
present at the Symposium in South Africa, a
report of their adventures can be read on our
website.
So, do you think you can handle this? See you in
Utrecht in July 2013!
For more information, please have a look at our
website
www.ivsa.nl
or
email
us
at
congress@ivsa.nl.
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Sea, Sun and Dromedary
Workshop in Tunisia
28th August - 4th September 2012
By TAMARA DOLENŠEK, IVSA Slovenia and PO Trustee

Even though IVSA Tunisia is a very young IVSA chapter, they decided to make their first
international event in just their first year of existence. I met their president Ines ben Jebara in
September 2011, when we both attended the international event in Turkey »Beyond the
Education«, which took place in Ankara and Antalya. Ines is a highly motivated student and
was therefore determined to bring IVSA into Tunisia since she was looking for an association
that would enable Tunisian students to participate in international veterinary events. When
we got to know each other better and talked about the IVSA concept, Ines asked me what I
thought about the idea of making an international event in Tunisia the following year. She
had a lot of different ideas and I added that it would be great if they also included camels
since this is a field of veterinary science that is unknown to most of us but nevertheless totally
typical for them.

And so on 28th August 2012, my friend Tanja
Knific and I flew to Tunis, since Ines had indeed
prepared an event named »Sea, Sun and
Dromedary Workshop« with the help of her
extremely motivated and hospitable team. Just
upon our arrival at the airport, one of the
organizers, Hiba Kallel, already had a sign with my
name on it so as not to miss each other. At first
glance Tanja and I knew that these people were

going to be very pleasant hosts. After a short wait
for the other delegates to arrive (there were only
nine foreign delegates at the event) we drove
with a minibus towards Hammamet, a popular
seaside resort. Our accommodation was at the
hotel L’Atrium and this definitely confirmed that
our hosts wanted us to feel as good as possible.
The plan of the event was changed at the last
moment since three guys from Denmark applied
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later. They cycled all the way from Copenhagen
to Palermo on Sicily and then travelled by
ferryboat to Tunis. After settling in our hotel
rooms in the late afternoon, we decided to try
out the beach. Unfortunately, we soon found out
that the tourism in this part is so intense that it
has led to the fact that the sea is quite polluted
and that in the water you don’t really see your
feet. Nonetheless, we foreigners were surprised
at the water’s temperature since it was even
warmer than outside. Considering that we
consisted of people from Denmark, England,
South Korea, Romania and Slovenia you can
imagine that we weren’t really accustomed to
such warm water. After an additional swim in the
hotel’s pool and an enormous dinner we enjoyed
our first party in Hammamet.
The following morning we got up at 7 a.m. and
after our breakfast boarded a pirate ship. These
ships are well-known turist attractions since they
hold an amazing acrobatic and dance show of
»modern-age pirates«. After a nice jump into the
clean open sea and our lunch aboard, we
returned to port and prepared for the afternoon
presentations. Ines first gave a presentation of
IVSA Tunisia, I gave a talk of the international
IVSA and then we had a presentation by the
current president of the World Veterinary
Association, Dr Faouzi Kechrid. Our afternoon

continued with lectures about the physiology and
pharmacology of camels and ended with lectures
about their reproduction and breeding in Tunisia.
Tunisia is still rearing camels in a very primeval
way in extensive farming. After dinner we decided
to try out karaoke.
On 30th August we woke into
our last day in Hammamet.
After our morning lecture on
camel anatomy we drove with
our minibus to a state camel
farm. Upon our arrival at the
farm I had my first experience
of what 45°C in the blazing sun
means. We were able to enter
an enclosure with one male, 68
females and their calves. During
the presentation of the farm we
were offered camel milk and
then we could freely move
amongst the camels. Most of
them were moving away from
us, except for the male and a
curious female. After our visit
we
carried
on
towards
Kairouan, which is known for
its Mosque of Uqba. The city is
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also an UNESCO World
Heritage site. After our walk
around Kairouan we returned
to Tunis, since the three
Danish cyclists had to catch
their ferry from Tunis to
Palermo. The rest of us, six
foreign girls and our hosts,
continued towards Bizerte.
Our hosts had planned for us
to stay at a hostel but the
reception didn’t make the
correct booking so that caused
our Tunisian friends quite some

decided that the hostel wasn’t
fit for us they came up with the
solution of placing us at one of
the organizers family home.
Aslam’s family took all of us six
foreign girls in and really made
us feel at home. They
accommodated us in their own
rooms and didn’t want to even
hear about us sleeping in the
living room. We spent the rest
of our afternoon relaxing in
their house and afterwards
went out to get a meal and

problems but without us really
noticing it. When we told them
that we could help and that we
didn’t mind where we sleep,
they kindly refused our help
and said that we were guests
and that they would take care
of it. But we had yet another
unique experience since just
that evening two weddings
were taking place on the
hostel’s grounds.

spent the evening in a club
called The Plug. Our Danish
Emily decided to start a
»fireball dance« and quickly a
lot of other people in the club
joined us for loads of fun.

The next morning we listened
to a lecture about camel food
nutrition. We were made
aware that camels are resistant
to acidosis, but are sensitive to
alkalosis. Since our hosts

On 1st September we went to
school - well, I mean vet
school. The Veterinary Faculty
in Tunis is the only one in
Tunisia. Because it was a
Saturday the school was totally
vacant. The Dean gave us an
opening speech and after that
we had a lecture about
parasites in camels and were
then taken around the school.
We were a bit surprised at the

standard they have, since the
operation
theaters
were
modestly
equipped,
the
hospitalization unit needs quite
some repairs and in the school
stable they only had a sheep, a
cow and a horse, the later
being in bad condition. The
students told us that during the
school year they volunteer at
caring for the animals and do
what they can to make their
conditions better. But without
the resources you can only do
a specific amount of repairs.
After our faculty tour we went
to see an Arabian stud farm and
continued to Carthage. In the
evening we went for a drink in
Sidi Bou Said which is known
for its typical architecture with
blue doors and windows. On
our return to Aslam’s house his
family prepared a BBQ for us
and we all prepared some
typical food from our home
countries. Tanja and I gave a
short presentation of Slovenia,
finishing it off with our
traditional dance - polka. We all
topped the evening with some
karaoke.
On Sunday we unfortunately
had a rainy day. The Tunisians
were surprised by the pouring
rain, which is quite uncommon.
The unfortunate part was that
the hosts had arranged for us
to visit the Friguia Zoo that
day. But because we were
soaking wet after only 100
meters of walking through the
zoo, they had to change the
plan a bit and take us back
home to change our clothes.
We then visited Bardo museum
and its enormous display of
beautiful mosaics. In the
afternoon we were able to
attend their horse gallop races.
Just for the heck of it we bet
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amongst ourselves which horse
was going to win in the race of
Arabian horses. They also took
us behind the scenes to show
us how they test for doping,
weigh the jockeys, watch the
horses and jockeys before the
race to place bets and how
they watch photo finishes. In
the evening they took us to
Lounge Sindbad where we had
a pleasant time.

therefore went for a short visit
of the Medina in Tunis. The day
was quickly rounding up to the
part with our formal dinner at a
restaurant with typical Tunisian
cuisine. After our dinner quite a
few of us gave speeches and
told our hosts just how grateful
we were to have spent such an
amazing time in their company
and wished them even more
successful events.

The next morning we headed
towards
The
Veterinary
Research Institute, where they
took us through all their
laboratories for food safety.
Our next stop was The
National
Council
of
Veterinarians in Tunisia. Our
day continued with the visit to
Medivet,
a
Tunisian
pharmaceutical company. Since
the company was one of the
main sponsors of the event we
had a longer presentation and a
tour around the facilities. For
most of the delegates this was
their final night in Tunisia. We

On 4th September most of the
delegates returned home. Tanja
and I stayed additional two days
to have some more time in Sidi
Bou Said and that I could spend
some time with my friend
Farah.

advantage that there were only
a small number of us from
abroad so that we could really
talk and get to know all of our
hosts. The event was a huge
success due to the fact that we,
the delegates, and the hosts
became really good friends!

I can therefore say that this was
one of the most pleasant IVSA
events that I have attended so
far. You can only wish for such
hosts as we had in Tunisia.
They were extremely attentive,
fun and always took care not to
exclude any of us from their
conversations. Maybe it was an
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VETERINARY STUDENTS AS
GLOBAL CITIZENS SYMPOSIUM
By ANTONIA MILNER AND LAUREN HAMSTEAD

On 27th November 2012 at the Royal Veterinary College (RVC) we were treated to a symposium to remember
with lectures given by the best. In particular, the name of Professor Lord Trees, past president of the RCVS, caused
immense excitement amongst the students. With an audience of varied medical and veterinary professionals and
students from four UK vet schools, every lecturer seemed to inspire and captivate.
Lord Trees gave the first lecture discussing the
increasing importance of including the global
perspective in undergraduate veterinary education.
He explained that this was important in regards to
training students to contribute to global animal
health, but crucially also in terms of future human
health and food security. Lord Trees also informed
the audience of the selection process involved in
joining the House of Lords, emphasising that his
career experience was not just an aid in advancing
veterinary medicine, but also more widely, allowing
him to help make an impact on a far greater
spectrum.
The “Students as Global Citizens” project, a 3-year
collaborative initiative involving the RVC, the Institute
of Education, the University College London Medical
School, the University College London School of
Pharmacy and the London International Development
Centre was presented by Nick Short, a lecturer at
RVC, and Dr Nicole Blum, lecturer at the Institute of
Education.

The focus of the project has been the importance of
including global health and international development
in the undergraduate syllabus for medical, pharmacy
and veterinary students. The speakers introduced the
successes of the project, including novel interdisciplinary teaching, and also reviewed difficulties
encountered. These included as the immense
pressures on timetabling and the perception of the
relevance of global health to training and professional
development. Jenny Maud and Beverley Panto, recent
veterinary graduates, followed. They described how
relevant global health education has already been to
their own experience, and how global trends impact
heavily on UK veterinary practice. The final lecture of
the first session was given by Jonathon Meldrum, the
national Director of Medsin, a global health charity
run by medical students. Jonathon encouraged
veterinary students to become involved with Medsin,
and discussed the impact students can have on global
health.
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The second session aimed at
increasing awareness of the
different fields involved with
global health from a veterinary,
medical
and
pharmacy
perspective. Particularly awe
inspiring was Professor Anthony
Costello, director of the
Institute of Global Health at
UCL, who presented on the
effectiveness of women’s groups
in Nepal, Pakistan and India at
reducing both infant mortality
and maternal mortality by at
least 25%, by just encouraging
women to talk. This simple but
highly
effective
idea
demonstrated the importance of
understanding different cultures
and human nature, it also
illustrated solutions can be cheap
and cheerful and work. It also
helped to demonstrate how
much one person can achieve on
a global forum, with the other
lecturers achievements speaking
for
themselves.
Professor
Richard Kock, Professor of
Wildlife Health and Infectious
Diseases at the RVC discussed
‘One
Health’
and
the
interrelationship
between
environmental,
animal
and
human
health
from
the
veterinary perspective. The
pharmacy perspective was given
by Professor Felicity Smith,
Professor of Pharmacy Practice
at UCL’s School of Pharmacy,
who emphasised the importance
of including global health in the
syllabus for all three subjects and
encouraging students to consider
the area further in their careers.
The closing remarks were given
by the eminent Professor Peter
Roeder OBE, who played a key

role in the eradication of
Rinderpest, who discussed the
key importance of veterinary
intervention in medical global
health topics and the politics
involved in veterinary medicine,
commenting particularly on the
comparisons
between
the
position of the vet in the French
government in comparison to
the English.
The symposium gave a more in
depth insight into the real
opportunities and possibilities of
where global health can lead, and
this, combined with charismatic
speakers and biscuits, was an
enormous success.
Those involved in the Students
as Global Citizens project are
keen to hear from students who
are
interested
in
global
veterinary
medicine
and
development, and might like to
explore novel ways of including
these topics in education. You
can find out more about the
project, including recordings of
the symposium, the project
publication, and a comprehensive
guide to undertaking EMS
overseas, on the project website
at
http://www.rvc.ac.uk/global.
For more information you can
also
contact
Jenny Maud
(jmaud@rvc.ac.uk)
or Nick
Short (nshort@rvc.ac.uk).

aim of the group is to interest
students in current epidemiology
research taking place both within
RVC and beyond. Rather than
being an extension of lectures,
the sessions are planned with a
short introductory presentation
from our facilitator followed by
an informal discussion around
the topic. Hopefully this will
allow students to develop
opinions on different topics and
gain a better understanding of a
vet’s role in epidemiology and
public health.
In order to avoid students having
to travel between RVC’s two
campuses to attend events, we
intend to use conferencing
software that will allow students
in both locations to take part in
the
discussion.
Having
established this link, it would be
possible for student groups from
other vet schools to also take
part in the discussion. This
would be a good way to get to
know people from other vet
schools and have different
suggestions for discussion topics
– so watch this space! If you
would like more information on
this group, please contact Lauren
Hamstead
(lhamstead@rvc.ac.uk)

Partly inspired by the enthusiasm
generated at the symposium,
students at the RVC have started
a student public health and
epidemiology discussion group.
This is a student led initiative,
with members suggesting topics
or speakers for events. The main
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By FØLLESDAL ANNE CHRISTINE, IVSA Norway

In the winter of 2012-2013 I volunteered for Global
Alliance for Rabies Control, more conveniently
abbreviated as GARC. GARC is a non-profit
organization that aims to increase awareness of the
continuing threat of rabies around the world.
GARC´s Asian office is located in the Philippines. The
Asian branch launched new projects in 2012, with a
goal of eliminating canine rabies through community
mobilization, comprehensive mass dog vaccination,
dog population control, public advocacy and child
education.

(hey, Winter in the Philippines is still 30+ degrees
Celsius!) and let me taste the best ice cream that the
Philippines have to offer at a rural dragon fruit
plantation.
The highlight of my stay was however joining the
enthusiastic team to villages (”Barangays”) where we
went door to door and offered free vaccinations. The
meetings with the people and their pets in the rural
villages were memorable and eye-opening to me.
They mostly kept their dogs as pure guard dogs
which they often were afraid to restrain themselves.
The dogs were nothing like cuddly, loving pets I am
used to from back home, as they simply were not
treated as such. The owners were sometimes
reluctant to letting us give (free) vaccinations, based
on lack of knowledge about the disease. Good
communication skills are the key and the team
members were informational and patient about

I, specifically, worked with a new project in Ilocos
Norte, a province located in the northernmost part
of the largest island in the Philippines, Luzon. The
main projects I worked on were mass vaccination and
inputting canine vaccination records in their database.
Coming from a rabies-free country I knew little about
the disease and less about the prevalence in the
Philippines. But the office could use an extra set of
hands. So they benefitted from my free labor and my
computer savvy, while I was able to learn how the
zoonotic disease is being controlled dog by dog.
Ilocos Norte is one of the provinces with the highest
incidences of rabies every year. But given its
boundary with the West Philippine Sea the
eradication of rabies is realistic. Speaking about the
ocean, my colleagues at the office were eager to
show me popular tourist attractions of the region.
They took me to the relaxing beach of Pagudpud

answering the questions that the owners had. Lastly
the dog owners lived in extremely poor villages, yet
greated us with an almost overwhelming hospitality. I
don´t know how many times I heard the phrase
”Let´s eat!”.
As I return to my home country I am full of
memorable impressions and gratitude to my
colleagues for involving me in their projects. I have
gained new friendships and hands-on experience
boosting my motivation as I continue with my studies.

International Experiences Winter 2013

SYMPOSIUM HILL’S
CONTEST
By JUN PARK, IVSA South Korea

First of all, I would really like to thank the IVSA Diamond
sponsor Hill’s and the IVSA ExCo for giving me the
opportunity to attend this year’s SAVMA Symposium.
When we were first given the assignment with the title “Why
do you like Hill’s?” I thought about two sides - from the vet’s
position and the animal’s position. And I found a strong
connection between both parts - Hill’s. So I was determined
to express Hill’s as a connection between veterinarians and
animals.
For reflecting this role of Hill’s, I added four pictures of my
hands and animals - a cat, a dog, a giraffe and a lion.
Additionally, for showing features of Hill’s, I chose the colors
of Hill’s - blue and red - with their symbol.
I was so surprised when I heard my name nominated that my
heart kept pounding. When I received my award, I totally
forgot to express my feelings to my IVSA friends. But I was tinged pink and very happy.
And so now I have finished all the procedures for the SAVMA Symposium! I am excited to go to the USA and meet
new friends there! If you are interested in my journey to the USA or want to follow the tracks of my travel, I will be
glad to explain my experience in the next newsletter edition!
I want to say thanks to all of my IVSA friends again! Especially Hill’s.
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Continuing 
education at the 
click of a button
DISCOVER NEW POSSIBILITIES
WITH ONLINE LEARNING

• Access high quality education wherever you are
• L earn from leading international experts
in an interactive way
• Network with colleagues from around the globe
• Download comprehensive lecture notes
• Earn CE points and course completion certificates
*Simultaneous translation into Czech / Polish available for selected events only

Live webinars

Webinars library

Live events

Check now

Go to hillsvet.co.uk
and register today!
™Trademarks owned by Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc. ©2012

SHARING VET’S LIFE
Other International Events Winter 2013

By ISABEL MARTÍNEZ FLORES, EO IVSA Barcelona

In recent years, IVSA Barcelona could enjoy
several congresses, symposiums and workshops
and we thought that we should also organize an
event as good as the last ones that we have
attended. Because of that, we are delighted to
invite you to meet our lifestyle!
The city of Barcelona
is located in the
north-east part of
Spain. Our IVSA
Chapter will host the
event "Sharing vet's
life" from 7th to 14th
July 2013. Our intention is to show you our
culture, our animals and our view of veterinary
medicine. You can find all the necessary
information
on
our
website:
eobarcelona.wix.com/ivsabarcelona2013.
th

The application period will start on 25 February
and will finish on 7th April. When you complete
your
application
form,
send
it
to:
ivsaeventbarcelona2013@gmail.com. From this email address we will send you all the information
that you need. When the application period
finishes, we will inform you in the following week
if you are accepted or not.
The fee is 220€
(290.84$) and we will
be able to host 50
people. We will all be
accommodated at our
school. Barcelona has
really warm summers
with more or less 3035°C. Because of that, you will need your sun
cream and your swimming suit!

We use Euros (€), so you will have to exchange
your money if you use a different currency.
On 7th July we will start enjoying the event! In
the next few days we will visit our faculty, listen
about our typical diseases, experience different
IVSA cultures around the world in the cultural
party, do some sightseeing around the city, eat
tapas… We will also visit Port Aventura, which is
one of the best amusement parks in all of Europe,
but if you don't like the attractions, you can also
find shows, swimming pools, golf...
Also, we will prepare Orxata, a drink which
originates from Valencia and is very popular in
Spain. It is made from “chufas” (tiger nuts), water
and sugar and is the best remedy against warm
weather.
For the talent show you should prepare a good
performance!
We want to
show you a
piece of our
culture
and
because
of
that we will
teach you how
to
dance
Sardanes,
Flamenco and Dansà, prepare sangria and paella,
and you will also be able to enjoy “Castellers”
fever! And of course, the Spanish parties are
waiting for you…
Why do you should visit us? Because we want
you to live out an unforgettable experience in
Barcelona!

IVSA and Hill’s - Working together towards better veterinary education and care worldwide

VETERINARY EDUCATION IN A
CHANGING WORLD
SCoMTE Winter 2013

By PIM POLAK, IVSA The Netherlands and IVSA President-Elect

Our predecessors used to work with pencil and
paper, a typing machine or an old school
blackboard.
‘Blackboard’

Nowadays,
as

their

students
electronic

refer

to

learning

environment. Along with that, major changes have
been introduced in education over the last decades
and veterinary education cannot stay behind. A lot
of students use their smartphones, tablets and
laptops during their studies. Not just to process
text, also to create photos and videos, use online
encyclopedia, read digital textbooks, visit relevant
websites and make use of newly developed high
tech projects. Unfortunately, the life of a veterinary
student is too busy to keep updated with all new

world. We try to achieve this goal by creating more
awareness of interesting projects like WikiVet,
OVAM and Flooved. We will not only keep you
informed of the existence of projects that might be
relevant for you, but we also try to evaluate and
rank these projects. If you are interested, please,
take

a

look

at

our

website

(http://ivsa.org/projects/scomte/) or look for us on
facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/SCoMTE.IVSA.

developments. For that reason, IVSA founded the
Standing Committee for Modern Technology in

We really hope to make studying a lot easier for
you!

Education (SCoMTE). SCoMTE has the goal to

WikiVet: www.wikivet.net

share ideas and information about the use of modern

OVAM: www.onlineveterinaryanatomy.net

technology to improve veterinary education around the

Flooved: www.flooved.com
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STUDY PORTALS
IVSA Partners Winter 2013

StudyPortals – Discover your Study Opportunities
Did you know that you can study for free in Sweden? And that it is possible to study Veterinary Medicine in English in for instance
Germany or Spain? And that there are €16 billion worth in scholarships available to study in Europe? Now you do. Read on and
be surprised by the great study opportunities that Europe has to offer, with thanks to the people at StudyPortals – the European
study choice platform.
StudyPortals provides a unique
overview of all study programs
offered in any European country.
Through the search engine you
can find study programmes in your
discipline of interest. There are
almost
50
Master’s
programmes related to
Veterinary Medicine in
Europe!

prestigious Universities in the UK
that is listed on Mastersportal.eu?
You can also do research in the
Mediterranean. Just find your PhD
in Portugal, Spain, Italy or Greece
on PhDPortal.eu . You don’t even

Find the right study
programme
On StudyPortals you can
find
information
on
degree programmes all
over Europe. You can
easily find an inexpensive
yet very good Bachelor’s
degree in Scandinavian countries
on BachelorsPortal.eu. Or are you
more interested in a Master’s
degree at one of the highly

have to leave your living room to
study – just do an online course
and
find
it
on
DistanceLearningPortal.eu.

Of course you need to finance
your studies somehow. You can
find all scholarship related
information on StudyPortals as
well
–
just
check
ScholarshipPortal.eu. There is
about € 16 billion available
for scholarships every year.
The best way to get to
know the university, city,
or social life where are you
heading to is through firsthand experience and real
life stories. On STeXX.eu,
the Student Experience
Exchange platform you can
find all the relevant
information
that
the
university cannot tell you about.
Go ahead and try it – your next
study abroad experience may just
be one click away!
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