IVSA Spring & Summer
Newsletter
www.ivsa.org

Hill’s the Exclusive Diamond Sponsor of the IVSA

Dear readers,
This Spring & Summer Newsletter has been published late due to some delays in important
articles and internet connection problems of the Publication Officer during the publication
period.
This Newsletter is related to the term 2012-2013 and all the IVSA positions mentioned
refer to the people in office during that term.
Just to clarify, the new ExCo team elected in The Netherlands IVSA Summer Congress is:
President: Pim Polak
Secretary General and Vice-President: James Bost
Member Organization Director: Camille Poissonnier
Treasurer: Somin Um

Sponsorship Director: Hannah Van Velzen
Public Relations Coordinator: Retorika Galunggung
Veterinary Public Health Director: Theofanis Liatis
Development Aid Director: Joseph Lunt

Post-Treasurer: Mathieu Visser
Secretaries: Airina Kallmyr, Ivana Hajzler, Henry Ta-Heng Huang, Isaac Corderroure, Inanda
Shabrina, Kevin Laveno, Sujin An, Ayesha Azlan
Trustees: Frédéric Lohr, Inés Ben Jebara, Manel Millanes, Sunghyun Hong
They all will have a longer introduction in the next IVSA Newsletter.
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Dear IVSA members,
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the fourth and last edition of our term’s IVSA
Newsletter.
The IVSA Newsletter always reflects the numerous activities and events our Member
Organizations participate in and organize all over the world and shows that IVSA is a vivid
community that facilitates exchange of knowledge and culture between vet students from
different countries and continents.
The best example are always our congresses and symposia that take place in winter and
summer. At the upcoming 62nd summer congress in Utrecht, The Netherlands in July and
August, we will have more than 20 countries represented and are looking forward to 10 great
days of education and fun.
With more and more vet schools and countries applying for
membership each year, IVSA needs a strong leadership to
coordinate the work of IVSA and facilitate the exchange between
the profession and the students. Therefore our leadership and
organizational structure has been revised last year and with the
election of the new Executive Committee the transition to the
new system will be complete. Our board tried the best to make
this transition as easy as possible and we hope that the new board
will find a prospering organization that is prepared to face future
challenges.
I can just wish all the best to the new ExCo under the presidency
of Pim Polak! I’m sure (I know^^) you’ll do a great job!
New and newly revived partnership with professional
organizations such as the World Veterinary Association (WVA), the World Organization for
Animal Health (OIE), the European Association of Establishments of Veterinary Education
(EAEVE), the Federation of Veterinarians in Europe (FVE) and the American Veterinary
Medical Association (AVMA) provide a profound background for IVSA to play an important
role in the discussion about veterinary education. I can only encourage every single member
to participate in this discussion because when we work together we can change something
and contribute to the ever ongoing improvement of veterinary education around the globe.
So I can just say: When you are interested in meeting new people from around the world and
have the time of your life – be active! Help us to keep IVSA the lively association it is!
For me personally, the last year definitely was a blast and I would never want to miss it!
A huge, huge “thank you!!” to the 2012-2013 ExCo and Trustees! Without you this
association could not work the way it does! And of course a huge “thank you!!” to you, our
members! Without you, IVSA wouldn’t exist!
On this line, goodbye, au revoir und auf Wiedersehen! I’m pretty sure we’ll meet again
somewhere (it’s a small profession ;) )!

Frédéric Lohr
IVSA President 2012-2013

Dear members,
It is a great pleasure and honor to write this letter as your upcoming President. An
organization representing veterinary students from all over the world is such a
valuable thing. I feel very fortunate that I’ve been given the opportunity to
contribute to this.
With the decisions that the General Assembly made at the congress in Norway and
at the symposium in South Africa, IVSA is on its way forward. One of these
decisions was to pay more attention to the handover from the previous to the new
ExCo, which resulted in the creation of the position of President-Elect. I am very
keen on this period of being the 'Elect', in which I can prepare myself for my term as
President. I’m greatly looking forward to continuing and expanding the work of the previous ExCo.
Next year, my focus will be on the growth of IVSA, both in members, as in finances and activities. At the
moment we represent around 40.000 members from almost 50 different countries. This is a great
achievement in itself, but there is still room to expand.
One of the fields in which I would like to see the IVSA play a more active role, is that of One Health. With
our main objective being ‘to benefit the animals and humans of the world’, we should focus more on the fact
that there is a strong relationship between human, animal and environmental health. For that reason I am
currently working on an interdisciplinary One Health Project, which will be implemented next year.
I have found that being a member of a committee is not only enjoyable because of the things that you can
achieve, but also because of the great experience of working together as a team. Besides that, our profession
is seeing a growing demand for veterinarians with communicational, collaborative and leadership qualities. By
being involved in IVSA, one not only gets the chance to contribute to something extremely valuable, but also
the opportunity to develop these crucial skills.
If you are interested in contributing to the work of IVSA, either in your local chapter, one of IVSA's
committees, the ExCo or in any other way, please don't hesitate to contact me or my fellow ExCo members.
We are always eager to answer your questions and discuss your ideas.
I hope to see you at the congress in Utrecht or at another IVSA event.
Warm regards,
Pim Polak
President-Elect 2012-2013
IVSA the Netherlands
president.elect@ivsa.org
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KNOWING MORE ABOUT THE EXCO
Frédéric Lohr

1. In which international IVSA event did
you first participate during your veterinary
studies?
My first IVSA event was the Lyon event for the
2nd
World Conference on
Veterinary Education in 2011.
Later that year I participated in my
first IVSA Congress, which was
held in South Korea.
2. When and why did you decide to run for
a position as Officer or Trustee?
I think IVSA is an association with a tremendous
potential. Being able to contribute to its work
and move the association forward were my main
reasons for running as President. And of course
it’s always nice to be part of the big IVSA family!
;)
3. Did you have a special moment in any
IVSA event that you will never forget?
There are a lot of special moments I’ll never
forget. The funniest moment was probably when
I almost swallowed my tongue when I was
nominated as President and I felt really honored
to be able to present the Honorary Lifetime
Membership to Jan Mattila last year.
4. What did you gain by being actively
involved in IVSA?
First and for all: Friends! Working with such an
international bunch of people was really fulfilling
and I learned a lot about communication and
teamwork. Networking with people from other
international organizations is also a big plus.
5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much
work it brought with it?
Absolutely! Even though it was a lot of work and
took up a lot of my time, I would not want to
miss a single second of it! People running for the
position of President should be aware of the fact
that it’s a lot of work but it’s also the best time
of your life! Promised! ;)

Henrike Völkert
1. In which international IVSA event did
you first participate during your veterinary
studies?

My first event was the IVSA Congress 2010 in
Copenhagen. It was also the year in which we
started with our chapter in Hanover, and then
several exchanges with Finland, Spain, Latvia and
Poland followed. The congress in Utrecht will be
my fifth big IVSA event, and probably my last as a
student.
2. When and why did you decide to run for
a position as Officer or Trustee?
I had the idea to become a member of the ExCo
already at the symposium in Serbia, but the final
decision to go for it, I made shortly before the
congress in Oslo. I not only wanted to be active
in my local chapter, I wanted to give something
back to the global organisation.
3. Did you have
a
special
moment in any
IVSA event that
you will never
forget?
Too many special
moments just to think of one! Going to the clubs
through the city of Aarhus with one hundred vet
students ready to party, feeding an elephant at
the zoo in Slovenia, traditional dances and
culture in Serbia, beautiful fjord landscape in
Norway and many crazy parties with lovely
people. :)
4. What did you gain by being actively
involved in IVSA?
I got to know many nice vet students from all
over the world, I experienced the team spirit in
the ExCo and I learned a lot about
communicating in a group. As a non-native
speaker of English it was also great to improve
my language skills. While sorting the documents
from the previous years, I got to know more
about how the IVSA was run before. It was an
interesting experience!
5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much
work it brought with it?
I would definitely repeat my decision, but I would
have chosen another year of studies. As a
student in the early years I would have had more
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time. I was busier in the practical year with
working than I thought I would be!

Ines Ben Jebara

1. In which international IVSA event did
you first participate during your
veterinary studies?
Beyond the education in Turkey (AnkaraAntalya) was my first IVSA event. In my opinion,
it was a successful event that encouraged me to
create my chapter and be an active IVSA
member.
2.
When and
why
did
you
decide to run for
a
position
as
Officer
or
Trustee?
After
the
Symposium in Serbia (2011), I was more
informed about IVSA, ExCo etc. I was curious to
know what exactly the ExCo does for IVSA and
after some discussions with the previous CEO, I
decided to run for the CEO position because I
believe that this position fits my qualifications,
ambitions and expectations. I really wanted to
contribute to the development of IVSA and make
it the best students’ association because we
really deserve it. ;)
3. Did you have a special moment in any
IVSA event that you will never forget?
Every second in every IVSA event was meaningful
and full of emotions, love and hope. I will never
forget my first time talking in a GA trying to
make a good chapter presentation and after that
the moment when all the delegates voted for the
establishment of IVSA Tunisia enthusiastically.
Thanks to all the delegates who make me happy
and proud of myself. Even though I wasn't
present in the Congress in Norway, I was
excited and glad to be elected as IVSA CEO. I
also had a lot of fun in South Africa and I will
never forget our discussions, games, jokes...
I can guess that I'll share amazing moments
during this year’s congress in the Netherlands
and of course we will have a very special and
crazy time during the Barcelona event, too. ;)

4. What did you gain by being actively
involved in IVSA?
I have gained incredible experience surrounded
by amazing people. I really enjoyed being in the
ExCo and working with such friendly officers and
trustees, especially Tamara, Manel and Camille. I
always believe in friendship, tolerance and team
work and I found that by working with exchange
officers, local presidents and the ExCo.
5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much
work it brought with it?
Even if I had to work ten times more, I would
repeat my decision with the same motivation. I
also recommend to the delegates that they run
for ExCo positions and especially MOD. ;) They
will never regret it! 

Krista Carlson

1. In which international IVSA event did
you first participate during your veterinary
studies?
My first international IVSA event was the 61st
IVSA Congress Oslo, Norway, in 2012.
2. When and why did
you decide to run for
a position as Officer
or Trustee?
I decided to run for the
Development
Fund
Officer position because
of my passion for helping
others, my background
experience with nonprofit organizations and
my proactive nature. I felt that I could use my
networking abilities and forward thinking nature
to create a positive impact to veterinary students
in underprivileged countries.
3. Did you have a special moment in any
IVSA event that you will never forget?
Every IVSA events have been filled with moments
that will always be with me. During the Congress
in Norway, we traveled into the mountains to
Hemsedal, to a ski resort usually used for
weddings. It was absolutely stunning, filled with
hot tubs and saunas. The Viking night brought us
to Vallhaul, where the OC pretended to be
Norsk Gods. The food was amazing and the
atmosphere unforgettable.
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4. What did you gain by being actively
involved in IVSA?
By being actively involved in IVSA, I have gained a
wide variety of skills in business and
communications that will assist me throughout
my future career as a Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine. I have learned how to organize major
events, delegate responsibilities, negotiate
effectively, and keep people motivated about the
underlying goals of IVSA. In addition, I was able
to travel to places I never would have been able
to visit and make life long friends.

Mathieu Visser

1. In which international
IVSA event did you first
participate
during
your
veterinary studies?
The Symposium in Serbia.
2. When and why did you
decide to run for a position
as Officer or Trustee?
During the Congress in Norway.
I talked with a lot of officers and people who
were thinking about running for ExCo. The more
they told me about the role of the ExCo in the
IVSA the more I was triggered and felt that I
could add something to this association.
3. Did you have a special moment in any
IVSA event that you will never forget?
For me it’s more the general feeling that the
IVSA creates. It’s very interesting and special
how lifelong friendships can be formed in a group
of people that is such diverse as the IVSA.
4. What did you gain by being actively
involved in IVSA?
A better understanding of cultures and science in
other parts of the world. Experience in
organizing events and running an international
association. And besides that I now have a lot of
friends all over the world where I can crash
when I want to travel.
5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much
work it brought with it?
Definitely. It shouldn’t be too difficult to combine
the tasks of the Treasurer with your regular
studies. However, being part of the ExCo as well
as being part of the OC has taken its toll on my
studies and my tasks in ExCo.

5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much
work it brought with it?
I would repeat my decision to run for this
position if the office were in the current state
that it is today.

Manel Millanes

1. In which international IVSA event did
you first participate during your veterinary
studies?
In Lyon, during the World Veterinary Year 2011.
2. When and why did you decide to run for
a position as Officer or Trustee?
At the IVSA Congress in South Korea, in the
Summer of 2011. It was my second year in the
association, but my first year enjoying
international events. I saw how people had been
working for the association and I wanted to
contribute to that as well.
3. Did you have a special moment in any
IVSA event that you will never forget?
Being involved in the Development Fund. I think I
will never forget the first time organizing an
auction by our team. It was at the Symposium in
Serbia and it was amazing! And also learning and
doing the flash move that the Korean team
prepared for their congress is another
unforgettable thing. 
4. What did
you gain by
being actively
involved
in
IVSA?
Wow!
Many
things! Stressful
days,
sleepless
nights… perfect
weeks abroad, improving foreign languages and
veterinary skills, being part of a great family…
5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much
work it brought with it?
I wouldn’t mind to repeat it, but I would like to
encourage other students to run for it, so as to
have new people with new objective and
perspectives.
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Sunghyun Hong

1. In which international IVSA event did
you first participate during your veterinary
studies?
The 59th Symposium in Slovenia, January 2011.
IVSA Slovenia managed to put together a
fantastic symposium that was so packed of
interesting lectures and activities. The theme was
about the diversity in our profession and they
covered from all the regulars to aqua medicine
and bee medicine. It was personally memorable
because I did my first real live rectal palpation
and took a boat trip on the beautiful lake of Bled.
2. When and why did you decide to run for
a position as Officer or Trustee?
I had another blast in 2011, when I was OC of
the 60th Congress in South Korea, July 2011.
Hosting and helping people get around led some
people to suggest I run for Trustee, and that got
me my first position. After my first year on the
Executive Board, I decided I wanted to
contribute more to this amazing Association
during meetings, activities and also volunteer
certain strengths as the IT officer.
3. Did you have a special moment in any
IVSA event that you will never forget?
The most beautiful things
other than what I already
mentioned would be
exploring underground
caves, skiing in the Alps,
visiting the versatile fish
farms, the formal dinner
with
cultural
performances,
early
dawn
safari,
singing
together in a bus. All the
chaos we met while
hosting the Congress has
now also settled in as
memorable events. Also seeing members agree
not to have a fun but wasteful food fight was a
very impressive moment.
4. What did you gain by being actively
involved in IVSA?
The experience of working in an international
association, which helped broaden my view of
things. It is also a huge reward to see projects go
through, and realize the amazing things that IVSA
can accomplish, making the world a better place
for animals and humans alike. Also the lesson to

never underestimate the accomplishment of
making friends who you know will have respect
for each other as long as we live!
5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much
work it brought with it?
Absolutely. The reward is so much bigger than
any burden that the job brought along. It also
helped that I was the Publications Trustee in the
previous term and had the chance to observe a
great Publications Officer’s work so we could
keep a constant professional image. Other IT
stuff was pretty familiar to me, so I’d feel
comfortable taking up the job again. Other
positions on the ExCo always seem to stir up
interest and have tremendous merits as well. 

Airina Kallmyr

1. In which international IVSA event did
you first participate during your veterinary
studies?
The IVSA Symposium in Serbia, in December
2011.
2. When and why did
you decide to run for
a position as Officer
or Trustee?
It was during the
Congress in Norway, as
our job as OC was
coming to an end I
wanted
to
keep
contributing to our
wonderful association!
3. Did you have a special moment in any
IVSA event that you will never forget?
More than I can count! I have to mention the
formal dinner (and last night) in Serbia when I
realized how fond I've grown of all the IVSA
members in just one week! I did not want to go
back home at all.
Also, the opportunity to bring so many amazing
people to Norway and show them everything we
have to offer was a great experience. I think the
Viking party and the formal dinner were some of
my favorite nights during the congress.
4. What did you gain by being actively
involved in IVSA?
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I've gained some of the best experiences and
memories to date trough IVSA, both cultural and
educational. Also, I've gotten lots of amazing
friends around the world!
More specifically, I think being part of an
international board like the ExCo has been very
rewarding, and it's a very good experience to
have been a part of the organizational running of
an association like this. And yet again, it gives you
the opportunity to get to know and work with
amazing people!
5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much
work it brought with it?
Yes!

Laura Willard

1. In which international
IVSA event did you first
participate d uring your
veterinary studies?
IVSA Congress Norway,
2012.
2. When and why did you
decide to run for a position as Officer or
Trustee?
I decided to run as a trustee at Congress
because I wanted to stay involved with IVSA and
promote more participation by US schools and
students.
3. Did you have a special moment in any
IVSA event that you will never forget?
Too many memories to name here!
4. What did you gain by being actively
involved in IVSA?
The most valuable thing I gained was the
friendships.
5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much
work it brought with it?
Yes.

Camille Poissonnier

1. In which international IVSA event did
you first participate during your veterinary
studies?

It was during the world conferences on
Veterinary Education, in Lyon in May 2011. Lyon
(France) IVSA chapter had organized a local
event. I was in my 2nd year. It was the occasion
for me to discover IVSA’s activities at an
international level, and also to attend the world
conferences. This event gave me the motivation
to participate in other international events.
2. When and why did you decide to run for
a position as Officer or Trustee?
Since my first participation in an IVSA event, I
had this motivation to work for IVSA at a global
level. I decided to take the step last May, after
seeing how Alexandra, our local president, was
working at her CEO job. I wanted to bring my
motivation into IVSA, and to give some of my
time to working for the international IVSA.
Besides, this year was the year for which I knew I
had time to dedicate to IVSA.
3. Did you have a special moment in any
IVSA event that you will never forget?
The live ExCo meeting in Munich, because it’s
during those moments that you realize you are
really part of a team and you have so many
opportunities to help IVSA improve its actions.
4. What did you gain by being actively
involved in IVSA?
I gained more self-confidence, organizational
skills, but of course, I also improved my English,
and learned a lot about international relations. I
also gained many friends all over the world, and
realized that the veterinary profession can be
very united all over the world. We all have
different cultures but when you put veterinary
students together, they all get on very well!
5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much
work it brought with it?
Definitely I would, because of course there is a
lot of work, even when you are a trustee, but I
loved that team work. Obviously, being in ExCo
means having responsibilities, therefore it is
important
to
measur e first the
amount of work
that being in ExCo
brings and then
see
if
it
is
compatible with
your school work.
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Mohamed Elkhameesy

1. In which
internationa
l IVSA event
did you first
participate
during your
veterinary
studies?
I participated in the 61st IVSA Congress in
Norway, and I'm going to attend the 62nd IVSA
Congress in the Netherlands.
2. When and why did you decide to run for
a position as Officer or Trustee?
I decided to run for a position since day one
from joining IVSA. As I always thought it is going
to be a wonderful experience (it was for sure)
and it would help develop my personality, and I
had a lot to give to IVSA.
3. Did you have a special moment in any
IVSA event that you will never forget?
My first formal dinner, I felt classy. And my first
live auction, I felt that I want to buy everything
that was on display.
4. What did you gain by being actively
involved in IVSA?
I gained a lot of experience, I developed my skills
in handling people and connecting with them, and
I learnt how to manage my time perfectly.
5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much
work it brought with it?
Yes, I would gladly repeat it every year if I could.

Retorika Galunggung

1.
In
which
international IVSA
event did you first
participate
during
your
veterinary
studies?
My first IVSA event was
the 60th IVSA Congress
in South Korea, in July
2011. I was in my
second year going to
my third year at that
time.

2. When and why did you decide to run for a
position as Officer or Trustee?
I decided to run for trustee in the 61st IVSA Congress
in Norway, in 2012. I fell in love with IVSA and
wanted to contribute more to IVSA.
3. Did you have a special moment in any IVSA
event that you will never forget?
Every time in IVSA is special and unforgettable! The
congresses, symposia, exchange programs and other
international and local events are wonderful. The
cultural evenings, general assemblies and talent nights
are my favorite.
4. What did you gain by being actively involved
in IVSA?
It indeed expanded my network in veterinary
medicine. I got many friends to share views about
veterinary things and sometimes even anything else!
To be friends (and working) with people from
different countries and cultures was so amazing.
5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much work it
brought with it?
Of course! My time in ExCo was wonderful. I learnt a
lot from being part of it. It was a priceless
experience. It really changed my life. So don’t hesitate
to join ExCo. ;)
Tamara Dolenšek
1. In which international IVSA event did you
first participate during your veterinary studies?
My first international event was the EAEVE/IVSA
Conference on the topic “Present and future of
veterinary education and medicine”, which was held
at the University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna,
Austria in May 2010. So I can say that I had been
involved in IVSA for quite a while before applying for
a position as trustee.
2. When and why did you decide to run for a
position as Officer or Trustee?
Since I had seen quite a few IVSA events during my
studies, I decided that it would only be fair to try and
contribute some of my ideas to the organization that
I highly appreciated. The organization has given me so
much by way of meeting new people, seeing
wonderful countries up close and giving me the taste
of international relations that I wanted to try and
experience even more of it.
3. Did you have a special moment in any IVSA
event that you will never forget?
With each upcoming event, I have always been
excited to meet new people and see the people that I
have grown so fond of again. In the years I have made
quite a few new “relatives”, which I will always be
glad to call my IVSA siblings. And I will definitely
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never forget the cattle casting workshop in South
Africa, the beautiful fjord scenery in Norway and
seeing camels in the arid parts of Tunisia.
4. What did you gain
by being actively
involved in IVSA?
Next to some lifelong
friends, I have definitely
gained
a
lot
of
experience in teamwork,
learned
about
new
countries and cultures
and seen how veterinary
medicine works in other
places. It is always nice
to know that there are
people all around the
world that have similar
perspectives to your
own and that they are
willing to work for the benefit of animals and other
people.

4. What did you gain by being actively involved
in IVSA?
From my personal experience, we have the chance to
meet new people and exchange information related
to various stuff such as veterinary medicine,
experience and culture. Also, we have more chance
in improving relationships between chapters.
5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much work it
brought with it?
Since I am moving on to my clinical year, I don’t think
that I would be able to combine the IVSA tasks with
my studies, so, for me, it’s a no. ;)

5. Would you repeat your decision for the
position now that you know how much work it
brought with it?
I would definitely make the same decision once again
since I have gained far more than I have lost. If you
have not thought about running for a position till now
I suggest you start thinking about it!
Wafaa Abdul Washeff
1. In which international IVSA event did you
first participate during your veterinary studies?
It was the IVSA Congress 2012 in Norway.
2. When and why
did you decide to
run for a position as
Officer or Trustee?
I ran for the position at
the
congress
in
Norway as I wanted to
gain more international
experience
through
this organization. I feel
like this organization
can do a lot to
improve
veterinary
studies globally.
3. Did you have a special moment in any IVSA
event that you will never forget?
A special moment that I will never forget was the
formal dinner at the end of the congress in Norway.
We sang a song and had to stand on our chair
according to our birthday month. The people,
environment and food were excellent. ;)
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61st IVSA Symposium
South Africa 2013
By JERNEJ KMETEC, President of IVSA Slovenia

Towards the end of the autumn exam period in 2012, when our brain cells were crammed with a variety of
data, and when all thoughts were focused towards our final exams, I received an e-mail. The abbreviation of
the sender suggested that it was sent from Africa. No, it wasn't a message from some African prince who
wanted to share his wealth with me, but from IVSA South Africa which informed me that I was one of the
lucky ones who would be able to attend the 61st IVSA Symposium in South Africa. I quickly called the rest of
my colleagues who had also signed up for the symposium and I was pleasantly surprised that they had also
been accepted. I knew we were going to have a memorable experience.
Since we were among the first
ones to arrive at the symposium
on January 3rd, 2013 we spent
our time until dinner looking
around the faculty’s campus. The
evening of the first official day
was intended for meeting new
people and making new friends.

The Faculty of Veterinary
Science in Onderstepoort near
Pretoria was the place of our
symposium and accommodation.

The next day, all the delegates
gathered in the main auditorium
where the opening ceremony
took place. We were addressed
by a number of prominent
guests and sponsors of the
event, including the Dean of the
faculty and the President of the
South
African
Veterinary
Association. At the end of the
ceremony, the organizers sang
the South African National
Anthem, which consists of the

eleven official languages spoken
in South Africa. After the
ceremony, we were split into
groups and then taken on a tour
around the entire faculty. On
our way from the Pathology
Institute to the Hospital for
Small Animals we encountered a
flock of sheep freely roaming the
streets of the campus. During
lunch, served in the auditorium,
we listened to lectures about the
importance
of
cleaning,
disinfection and sterilization,
followed by a lecture on
tuberculosis, which is still an
important disease. The best
lecture on African horse sickness
was saved for last, held by the
world-recognised
expert,
Professor Alan Guthrie.

After a short break, we headed towards the workshops we had
selected to attend. We could choose between pathohistology,
wildlife dentistry, cattle casting, blood smear evaluations and
puppy training. With the exception of one girl, the whole
Slovenian delegation chose cattle casting. Some instructions
about safety and technique were necessary and then we could
put our skills to the test.
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After the first unsuccessful attempt, in which the President of IVSA got hurt, it was time for the Slovenian
team to shine. In collaboration with a Danish colleague we knocked down the cow to the ground in no time.
The evening was devoted to the preparation and implementation of the cultural evening, in which delegates
prepare traditional dishes from their countries.
On the third day, leisure workshops were on the
programme. We were able to choose between
beading, archery or preparing biltong (traditional
South African dried meat). Most of us decided to
test our skill in archery, conducted by a South
The
following
day
was
scheduled for wild cats and
other exotic animals. We were
taken to the Ann van Dyk
Cheetah Centre, where we got
a tour around the park, the
chance to feed cheetahs and
admire their movement. We
were also able to take a picture
with the famous inhabitant of
the centre, a cheetah named
Byron. On the way back to
Onderstepoort, we stopped at
a local market, where the
locals offer a variety of their
products and goods. The
market also had a park with
reptiles where the local guide
showed us some of the most
dangerous
and
poisonous
snakes that live in South Africa.
He also tried to make a
crocodile jump and grab some
dead prey, but unfortunately
failed to persuade it to
participate. After dinner, a

African archery champion. The results were
disappointing. Let's just say that if we were in the
wild, most of us would quickly become vegetarians.
The evening was spent by the pool, where they
held a quiz for us.

silent and live auction followed,
where we were collecting
money for the development
fund to help vet students and
veterinary
faculties
in
developing countries. It gives
me great pleasure to say that
our bottle of Borovnicke was
sold at a record-high price of €
140.
Early in the morning, vuvuzelas
woke us up and we were taken
by buses to the Taurus
Insemination Centre where a
short presentation of the
centre was given and the
collection of semen from a bull
was shown. It was an excellent
and successful presentation.
The next stop was on the hill
above Pretoria where the
presidential
residence
is
located. While admiring the
presidential complex we ate
our lunch in the shade. After

returning to Onderstepoort,
we had a lecture on rhino facial
reconstructive surgery. Rhino
poaching is a major problem in
South Africa and Africa in
general, therefore rhinos are
slowly becoming an extinct
species. The reason for this is a
high demand for their horns,
especially by the Asian market,
since they are believed to
enable communication with
ancestors and cure men’s
impotence. Even more, the
horn symbolizes an economical
and social status of the
individual. For those who are
more interested in this
problem or would like to help
in the fight against poaching of
endangered
species
visit:
http://www.stoprhinopoaching.
com/.

South Africa is also known as the cradle of human kind,
since the Sterkfontein Caves hold the oldest preserved
specimens of modern man's ancestors. Under the
guidance of an entertaining guide we descended deep
below the surface. The scene was somewhat alike those in
the film saga of Indiana Jones, as we had to literally crawl
through some underground passages. Crawling deep in
the caves made us thirsty, so we had to pay a visit to the
South African SAB brewery, where we learned a lot about
the traditional art of brewing beer. According to the tour
guide the production of beer in Africa is exclusively under
the domain of women and the task of men is to assess its quality. The better the beer, more suitors a woman
has. Despite the exhausting evening, we had another General Assembly which was held late into the night.
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The next morning was devoted to round table
discussions, where we were able to speak directly
with various experts. We were able to choose
between the production of biogas, the future of
veterinary
education
techniques
and
complementary homeopathy to drug treatment
and phytomedicine. A detailed discussion was
followed by an interesting lecture on balancing life
as a veterinarian. Around noon we finished with
our lectures, quickly dressed into our scrubs and
gathered in the parking lot. It was time to visit
some community vet clinics outside of the city.
After about an hour of driving, we reached our
destination. We parked outside the building, which
we thought was a veterinary clinic. However, we
were wrong, the building was a kind of community
building occupied by tribal leaders. The veterinary
clinic was represented by an off-road vehicle in
front of the building. A nice lady, a member of the
Community Vet Clinics, joined us. She told us that
today she expected a lot of work and that we
should be prepared for it. All eager to work and
full of energy, we waited for patients to arrive and
soon five of them appeared. An owner brought his
dog and four puppies for a clinical check up. All
were clinically examined in detail, bathed in

antiparasitic solution and vaccinated. Pleasantly
tired after a long day, the organizers of the
symposium took us out for dinner to an authentic
Italian pizza restaurant. The only Italian delegate
held his head at the sight of their pizza and
mumbled something to the sky .

The last day of the symposium began with a GA, followed by a series
of lectures in various fields of veterinary medicine, which lasted all
morning and through most of the afternoon. In the evening a formal
dinner was organised with a variety of different sponsors, speakers,
and other relevant parties. We were invited to a restaurant where
they offered anything your heart and mind desired, from crocodile,
antelope, snails to home-made roast. Awards and certificates for the
participants were handed out after dinner and it was time to go back
to campus, as some of us had to wake up early the next morning some delegates were already leaving for home and some of us were
heading towards more African adventures.
South Africa left a great impression on all of us, and I am convinced
that I will someday return. Therefore I urge all students eager to
learn, travel and experience new things to sign up for symposiums or
congresses held by IVSA and experience what it means to be a
member of a big international family, which goes by the name IVSA.
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DUBLIN - LJUBLJANA GROUP EXCHANGE
By ŠPELA ŠPAJZAR, EO IVSA Slovenia
This year IVSA Slovenia did an exchange with IVSA Dublin. The exchange lasted for six days in each
country and eight delegates from Slovenia and seven from Ireland participated in it. We traveled to
Ireland in March, and our colleagues returned the visit in April. It turned out that our exchange was
even more international as we expected since there were also two students from America and two
from England amongst the Irish delegates.
We started our long awaited trip on
Tuesday, March 5th, 2013. The beginning
itself was exciting as (of course) we almost
missed our flight. Luckily we managed to
come to Ireland and after a warm welcome
at Dublin's airport we took the bus to the
Veterinary Faculty. There we met other
delegates and some students and began
getting to know each other over coffee and
snacks. Soon we went to our new homes we stayed all six days at our hosts’ homes
and thereby we learned all about their
student life, culture and about Ireland in
general. We learned that the Irish are really
open, amazingly kind and ready to share
literally everything. On the first evening we
had a party at one of the delegate’s homes.
Everybody brought some food and drinks so
we tried a lot of different Irish and Slovenian
treats.
The next day, Wednesday, we gathered at

the faculty where we had workshops in the
Skill Laboratory. We practiced suturing,
taking blood, bandaging and we healed a few
teddy bears. After the entertaining
workshops we went hiking on Ticknock hill.
It was supposed to be an orientation walk,
but we didn't actually see anything as the
weather was typically Irish – foggy. We ended
our walk in the Irish pub Johnny Fox’s, which
is one of the oldest and most known pubs in
Ireland, besides being the highest situated
one. We tried different Irish beers, hot
whiskey and Irish coffee. In the evening we
went to the Temple Bar where we visited a
few pubs and listened to traditional Irish
music.
On Thursday we had a tour of the UCD
campus. The campus is rather new, and
besides the Veterinary Faculty there are
more than 60 other faculties. We all agreed
that the UCD campus is a little heaven for
students as it offers a big
fitness, swimming pool,
theater, cinema, a few
restaurants, cafes and also
has parks and lakes in
front. On our tour we had
a quiz about Ireland.
Although we weren't the
best at answering, we
were awarded with some
funny Irish accessories.
After some pizza we had
lectures about TBC and
about the Irish language
and
folklore.
We
completed
the
day
dressed fancy in a cocktail
bar.
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On Friday, March 8th, we had a
tour of their clinics and were all
very impressed with them since
they are new, fully equipped
and really nice. We visited the
clinics for small animals, horses
and ruminants. Later we went
to the center of Dublin. We
walked through the center,
admiring some of their sights

like the post office, Trinity famous
Greyhound
races.
College, National Museum, the Because we were really curious
castle, statue of Molly Malone... about the problems of Irish
For quite a while we were greyhounds and about the rules
walking on the beautiful Dublin for the races we got to see the
streets with pretty houses with
veterinarian working there. He
colorful doors and windows. answered on all of our
After that we had a nice dinner questions about the welfare of
in a restaurant and in the the dogs, their husbandry etc.
evening we all gathered After the talk we went higher,
together and watched movies.
to the judge, who watches the
Saturday
was
the
most
races from above. He explained
veterinary themed day of our how he and his team calculate
exchange. First we went to the results and he taught us how to
Dublin zoo, where a vet bet on the competing dogs. He
technician showed us their predicted the winner of the
clinic, explained their work, next round – incorrectly. With
talked about the problems that our newly acquired skills we
they are confronted with and tried it out ourselves. We won
also presented some of the some, but mainly lost. Late at
pathologies that they frequently night we gathered in a house of
face. Dublin zoo is nicely one of the hosts. It was our last
arranged - the cages are big and evening in Ireland and we spent
properly furnished. After a few it with a lot of laughter by
hours of wandering around the playing different games and
zoo and admiring the animals, making plans for the second
we went to a completely part of the exchange in
different part of Dublin, to Ljubljana.
Shelbourne Park, to see the
On Sunday morning it was time to leave. We left full of new impressions, beautiful memories and with
a comforting thought that we will see our new friends again soon.
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Approximately one month later the Irish
returned our visit. They arrived to Ljubljana on
Wednesday, April 3rd. It is probably
unnecessary to mention how happy we were to
see each other again. After lunch they met
some of our students, socialized a bit and then
settled at our homes. In the evening we
showed them that Slovenian vet students know
how to party, too, since we had our veterinary
party in one of Ljubljana's clubs.
On Tuesday, early in the morning, we went to
the stud farm Lipica. We were accompanied by
one of our veterinarians and a technician from
the Clinic for Reproduction and Horses. The
professional manager of Lipica gave us a tour of
their farm and their museum and told us
everything about the Lipizzaner horse. After
the tour we watched the collecting of semen
from a stud and later we checked the quality of
the semen under a microscope. Our next stop
was Postojna cave and later the city of
Cerknica, where we took a walk around
Cerknica Lake and then had lunch there. We
returned to Ljubljana late in the evening, rested
a bit and then gathered in our student's room
where we socialized until early morning.
The third day, Friday, we started at our faculty.
First we had a lesson about common diseases
of ferrets and later a lesson about
Trichomonosis in birds. After the lectures, we
went to the Clinic for Birds, Small mammals
and Reptiles. We saw some interesting animals
and after many questions our guests were
welcomed by our Vice Dean. This was followed
by a tour of our faculty and other clinics. In the
afternoon we did some sightseeing in the
center of Ljubljana and took a walk up to the
castle. In the evening we were partying on
Ljubljana's famous street, Metelkova. Metelkova
is an autonomous cultural center of Ljubljana
known by its colorful galleries, a hostel in the
building of a former prison and especially for

bars and clubs with alternative music.
On Saturday morning we went to the other
part of Slovenia, the Styrian region (Štajerska).
Our first stop was Slovenska Bistrica where we
visited the Veterinary Hospital Slovenska
Bistrica. Their scopes of work are all animal
species, but we focused mainly on the equine
part. One of the veterinarians showed us the
clinic, told us about their work, and then we
participated in a few equine cases. Our next
stop was Maribor - we walked through Lent,
the old part of Maribor, where we showed our
guests the world’s oldest grapevine. When it
was time for lunch we went to one of our
student’s homes, where her mother cooked a
great traditional meal – Bograč. Later we went
to the Meranovo estate, where we tasted
traditional Slovenian wine in an old wine cellar.
We ended the day in Ljubljana, in one of the
clubs.
On the last day we went to the National
museum, took a walk in Tivoli, the biggest park
in Ljubljana, also had lunch there and
afterwards chatted for hours in Zvezda, one of
Ljubljana’s finest confectioneries. Because our
guests had to leave Ljubljana at 3 am, we waited
until then in our student's room. We were
looking at pictures from our exchange, shed a
few tears and promised to each other we’ll
meet again soon.
On our exchange we learnt a lot of new
things, visited quite a few clinics and saw
beautiful landscapes. And most importantly,
we met a lot of great people, made new
friends and together created amazing
memories, which we'll always remember
with great fondness.

IVSA and Hill’s - Working together towards better veterinary education and care worldwide

BERLIN - BRISTOL GROUP EXCHANGE
By SANDRA STELZER, EO IVSA Berlin
Bristol in Berlin, April 16th - April 20th 2013
On Tuesday morning we welcomed the
seven British students at Schoenefeld
Airport. After everyone had some time to
rest, we took them to the Institute of Zoo
and Wildlife Research, where we had a short
introduction to their research and a tour of
the institute. They showed us their naked
mole-rats and their computer tomography
system, with impressive pictures of Knut, the
famous Berlin-Zoo polar bear and a big sea
turtle. After the tour they had us try out
shooting with a blowpipe and let us into the
Tierpark to wander around a little bit. In the
evening we had a nice dinner at an Italian
restaurant and because everyone was really
tired after a day like that, we went home
right after that.
On Wednesday they were welcomed by
our Dean, Univ.-Prof. Dr. Jürgen Zentek,
followed by a presentation by Prof. Dr.
Kaufer, Project Director of the Institute of
Virology. After that we showed them
around our campus in Düppel, where all the
clinics are, with lunch at our main canteen.
In the afternoon we had a tour by Univ.-

Prof. Dr. Plendl and Dr. Hirschberg around
our Institute of Veterinary Anatomy, which
is located in Dahlem. After a presentation
by Univ.-Prof. Dr. Wieler, the Managing
Director of the Institute of Microbiology
and Epizootics, we took them back to
Düppel, where we had a big BBQ.

Thursday started with a great tour of the Zoo by one of
the vets there. He showed us around for two hours and
even let us feed a hippo. After a relaxed afternoon, we
took them for a Döner and a pub crawl. Friday was the
day of our city tour. We took them to all the special
places in Berlin and let them have a real Curry-Wurst.
After a little rest at home we went clubbing. Party! On
their last day we took them for a beautiful boat ride on
the river Spree in great weather and had a beer in the
Biergarten by the Zoo.
We are so happy that we were able to find some great sponsors, and that we were supported by
so many professors. Only because of this huge support we were able to put together such a special
program and show the British students a great time here in Berlin!
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Berlin in Bristol, June 12th - June 17th 2013
The ten of us from Berlin arrived in Bristol on late Wednesday afternoon. Sam and Alice
picked us up at the airport and took us, mainly uphill by foot ;), to a pub where we met
the rest of our hosts. After going home with them, we got ready for a big night out. They
had put up an IVSA-party and it was great!
The next day started with a workshop
on disease outbreak in Sudan. The
imaginary outbreak of Avian Flu in Sudan
was simulated and we had to work in
groups on ways how to deal with it.
That was a great way to think about a
topic like that, especially because each
group had a facilitator with them, who
had actually worked in Africa before and
knew about the situation there. In the
afternoon we went climbing in an old
church which had been rebuilt into a
climbing hall. A really cool place and a
real fun afternoon!

On Saturday we had a nice relaxed
morning, having a look around the city.
In the afternoon they took us to a
small festival, which was so much fun.
On Sunday we visited Bath, a spa city
near Bristol. There we had delicious
Cream Tea, which is scones with
cream and jam and tea. Really British!
In the evening we had a pie dinner at a
pie shop, whose pies are famous
around England. And the following pub
made the day perfectly British!
On Monday we had a proper English
breakfast before we had to leave for the
airport.
We had a great time in Bristol and
thank our hosts and all the others
that helped them for having such an
amazing exchange

On Friday we visited the Vet School in
Langford, which is where the clinics
are. We were quite impressed by the
modern clinics and especially the
student facilities. The Skills Lab was a
real inspiration for us and we will try
to establish something like that in
Berlin as well. In Langford we also had
a BBQ and even the sun came out for a
little while.
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KOREA-SWITZERLAND-TAIWANMALAYSIA-INDONESIA
By IVSA Indonesia Team
A lot of exciting things happened even before the official exchange program (EP) started. We had a Swiss
chocolate party brought by the Swiss the 1st night before the EP started and couldn’t sleep even if all the delegates
were crazily tired. Chatting, eating, joking, massaging, sleeping, and flirting are the most favourite things in exchange
programs even before and after the exchange program. So much thanks to all of the Korean, Swiss, Taiwanese and
Malaysian delegates for all the amazing experiences that we spent together.

Day 1 (26th January 2013)
The 1st day was pick-up day for all the
delegates and afterwards a welcoming party for
them. We did karaoke together and sang happily
and crazily with all the different and beautiful
accents of the delegates. After that we had dinner
and went to sleep because the next day we had
to wake up 6.30 in the morning. We apologize for
that but we were on a tight schedule.
Day 2 (27th January 2013)
We had the wake-up call at 6.30 in the morning
and it was pretty hard to wake all of the delegates
up. We had breakfast and then all of the delegates
made batik scarfs by themselves and they were
really good at it!!! After that we went to Mirota
shop, where they were able to buy some
souvenirs and try some food and drink that they
have never tasted before. We had lunch in

Airlangga University and had some lectures. After
all of that, we had prepared an amazing game
called “AMAZING RACE”. Each group consisted
of 5-6 people and all of the delegates played really
well and they were so excited that they looked
like they were on fire!!! It had to be quite a
rough day for them. They looked totally messy
after the amazing race finished. We had dinner in
Wapo restaurant and then headed back to the
hostel to sleep. The first day was awesome.

Day 3 (28th January 2013)
The third day we had the wake-up call at 6.30 like usual and all of
the delegates were so tired that for sure it was even more difficult
to wake them up. After we finally managed we had breakfast and
went to Batu Secret Zoo. We had so much fun there. We went to
the animal museum and after that played roller coaster, which we
also did off road! So amazing! One of the Taiwanese delegates fell
down from the off road car but he was fortunately okay.
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We also went to a ghost house
and ate ice cream even if it was
raining at that time. We went
to Batu Night Spectacular
(BNS) after we finished dinner
at the zoo’s restaurant. We
played crazily in the theme park

and also shot with air soft guns - that was so
cool!!! We also tried go-karts and the winner was
a Swiss girl Lilianne! After that we did rodeo and
it was really a hard since you need some skills to
do that. We came back to our hostel at 2 am in
the morning and were really tired. That day was
really tiring but surely we had a lot of fun.

Day 4 (29th January 2013)

Day 5 (30th January 2013)

We started our 4th day with
the journey to Bali!!! All the
delegates were waiting for that
day! After breakfast we took
the train and then the ship to
Bali. We had a long journey on
the train. We played a Korean
and Taiwanese game called
punishment game and shiwi
shiwi. All of those games are
so awesome and we really
enjoyed them. We also had a
little private conversation
about flirting things in the
Indonesian exchange program.
After arriving in Banyuwangi
we took a ship. After we
arrived on Bali we had dinned
and
all of the delegates
looked really happy about the
meal. After settling in the
hotel we went directly to
sleep because we had a lot to
do the next day. We had a
tight and exciting schedule
waiting.

On our first real day on Bali
we went to Bali Safari and
Marine Park. It is similar to a
normal zoo but without
enclosures. We saw lions,
tigers, giraffes, zebras, and so
on. After that we had lunch
and went to Tanah Lot beach.
It is a holy beach, so we had a
ceremony and saw snakes in
one of the caves. After Tanah
Lot beach, we went to have
dinner, some massage and do
some shopping. Even if it was
raining a lot we still had a
party!!! We danced all night
long and then went to sleep.
Day 6 (31st
January
2013)
That day we
played
water
sports on the beach and went
to a turtle conservation center
on one of the islands. All the
delegates went on banana
boats, did parasailing and
swam together. We danced on
the beach and played games
there. We had so much fun
there. Afterwards we visited

Garuda Wisnu Kencana. We

saw traditional Bali dancing
which is so dramatic and
spectacular. After we finished
dinner, we went to shop for
what was necessary for our
farewell party near Kuta Beach
on Legian street. After that we
had some free time and some
of the delegates wanted to
have massages. The Korean
delegates really love massages.
They said: “It’s cheap and
good!“ After we finished
everything in Kuta beach, we
went to our hotel. We had a
farewell party with signing Tshirts and read out the
certificates for all of the
delegates.
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We also had a noodle party in the farewell party. We had such a great and amazing time with all of the
delegates from Korea, Switzerland, Taiwan and Malaysia!
Day 7 (1st February 2013)
The last day of the group exchange program. It was so sad
because we hate farewells. We went shopping to Kresna
market which sells a lot of cheap things. After that it was the
end of the GROUP EXCHANGE PROGRAM in
INDONESIA. There is no good bye, just see you later.
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HOW TO MAKE 3 GROUP
EXCHANGES IN ONE YEAR
By IVANA HAJZLER, EO IVSA Belgrade
It is the same as making a good cake – you need a little bit of everything and you must not forget to add
the secret ingredient. For the beginning you need 5 to 15 friends. Then, on top of that, you add a little bit
of planning and a lot of good mood. After that you share your ideas with people in IVSA and then you just
enjoy the magic…
In fact that is pretty much everything you need to
make for a good exchange. If you have a good
team to help you, your job is a real pleasure.
IVSA Belgrade has a very busy schedule for this
year – three group exchanges and so far five
individual ones. The key to all of this is good
organizing and friends willing to promote IVSA.
We started our year of exchanges in March when
we hosted 10 girls from the Netherlands. And as I
said – a little bit of everything spiced up with the
secret ingredient. We showed our guests that
veterinary medicine can be practiced even
without expensive appliances if you have sufficient
knowledge – just the way our students do it.
They had the opportunity to practice field
veterinary medicine and to do some suturing. A
guided visit to the zoo and a tour with the zoo’s
vet was a must-do. To make it all more
interesting we tried each night to introduce
Serbian lifestyle accompanied with traditional
food and drinks. In Belgrade, the city that never
sleeps, our guests had the opportunity to
experience a typical Serbian night out. For that
day we had a new motto - If you come, we will
show you Belgrade from the river, up from the air,
under and on the ground! - meaning we will take
our guests for a tour of the city center, a tour of
the underground Belgrade (a city underneath the
city), a boat ride on Belgrade’s two rivers Sava
and Danube and visit the Avala tower from which
you can see the whole of Belgrade and some
surrounding places from a height of 137m. The
cherry on the top of this cake was the formal
goodbye dinner where we stayed up all night. The
second part of this exchange took part in May,

when 15 students from Belgrade enjoyed the
Netherlands with their wonderful hosts.
In the meantime at the end of April, four students
from Belgrade went to Cluj-Napoca. Our friends
from Romania will enjoy the summer in Belgrade,
but I will leave the program as a surprise.
November in Belgrade will be spent with IVSA
friends from Germany. In this double exchange,
students from Berlin and Munich will have an
amazing week getting to know Belgrade by
spending time with their hosts. The beginning of
December is reserved for enjoying the Christmas
spirit in Germany.

I have to point out that not everything is about
group exchanges, since an individual exchange can
also be very interesting. Two of our students will
stay in Ljubljana doing small animal practice and
three are going to Utrecht for large animal
practice. Learning in a place you always wanted to
visit is usually a dream come true. Gaining
valuable experiences is something that only IVSA
can enable.

In these three years I have spent in IVSA I have learned a lot, but more importantly I have gained friends
for life. Connecting veterinary students all over the world makes colleagues that will collaborate
tomorrow to improve veterinary medicine.
And are you wondering what the secret ingredient is? Do an exchange and find out…
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DO YOU BELIEVE THAT
DREAMS CAN COME TRUE?
To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also dream; not only plan, but also believe.

By ADELA ANGHEL, IVSA Timisoara
Hello there! My name is Adela Anghel and I want to tell you a story! My IVSA story!
I always knew I wanted to be
a vet. My passion for animals,
especially dogs and horses,
started when I was just a little
child and I was running and
playing in front of the house
with my dog Rita and admiring
horses at my grandfather’s
village.
Now, I can`t imagine my life
without the presence of these
animals, so that is why I

wanted to devote my time to
help
and
treat
these
wonderful creatures. But,
nothing is as easy as it sounds.
We all know that, right?

having your family and friends
support you, you can consider
yourself the luckiest person in
the world!

Being a great vet involves lots
of work, a bit of sleep, a
vision of your future and
planning and using the funds
that you have to invest in
training. If you are fortunate
enough to have the blessing of
I can say I am that person right now, the luckiest person that
benefited from the support of my IVSA family and friends, in
taking a really important step in my career as a future
veterinarian, by being granted the IVSA Scholarship Fund 2013.

The news that I had received this scholarship came at the best
possible moment, exactly before I was considering to reply to
those that accepted me for an externship and tell them I could
not afford to come. But guess what? Now I could! So two weeks
after I got the news I jumped into a plane and flew all the way to Kentucky, USA, to the land of horses for
a 3-week practice at one of the largest equine clinics in the world Hagyard Equine Medical Institute and
another equine hospital Woodford Equine Hospital, where I had the time of my life.
What I learned there I will never forget! The skills, the surgeries I saw, the friends I made will last for a
lifetime. Riding along with doctors to farm calls and doing night
shifts were some of the things that made me feel like a real
doctor and gave me the chance to better understand myself,
others and what to focus on and especially understand the
management and care of a farm and its individuals.
With this experience I can look at a brighter future and know
that I set another brick towards my dream, now closer to me
than ever - being an equine doctor. This is why I want to
THANK IVSA for making this possible for me!
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